
hours are from 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm Monday thru Thursday.  Please 
contact the building offices for sign 
up information. 

The construction at the new K-5 
elementary school is in full swing 
and is on schedule. Construction  
should be completed in time for 
the 2015-2016 school year.  Look 
for information to come out later 
this spring concerning an open 
house for the new elementary. 

Thank you for your continued sup-
port for the Strafford R-VI 
Schools!!! 

The second semester is half over 
and the school year seems to go 
by quicker every year.  The spring 
extra curricular activities have 
begun and the calendar is full in 
the coming weeks.  The MAP 
testing for the district will begin 
in late April. 

At the February board of educa-
tion meeting the board approved 
the 2015-2016 school calendar.  A 
copy of the calendar has been in-
cluded with this edition of  Your 
School News.    

The 2015 summer school will 
begin on Monday, June 1 and end 
on June 25.  Summer school 
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Snow Make-up Days 

April 3 

May 20 

May 21 

May 22 

May 26 

Last Day of  School 
May 27 

11:00 am Dismissal 

Strafford’s Color Our Playground 5K 
All proceeds will be donated to the new playground equipment  at the  

elementary school.  Strafford's Color our Playground 5k will be held May 30, 2015 at 8:00 
am. The race will begin and end at the Strafford Middle School. During the race there will be 

four different color stations, where non-toxic colored cornstarch will be thrown onto run-
ners. Registration is now available for this event . 

Please visit the website below to register.  
https://straffordcolorrun.webconnex.com/StraffordColorRun  

 If you register before May 15, 2015 you are guaranteed a race shirt, and prices will be: 
Adults 12 and up $20.00 

Children 4-11 $15.00 
3 and under free  

You may still register after May 15, 2015. However we will not be able to guarantee a race 
shirt and prices for adults and children will go up by $5.00.  

 

https://straffordcolorrun.webconnex.com/StraffordColorRun
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Strafford Elementary  

and Cogdill Early Childhood Center 

MICHELLE GARDNER, PRINCIPAL 

KARIE JULIAN, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

COGDILL EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  
April 6-10: Preschool Screening Week 

(Computer lab closed during screenings) 
April 7: PACE/Preschool Booster Club meeting at 6:00 pm 

April 9: Kindergarten Concert “The Three Piggy Opera” at 7:00 pm 
April 18: Daddy Daughter Dance from 6:00-8:00 pm 

April 27-May 1: Kindergarten Screening Week 
(Computer lab closed during screenings) 

May 12: PACE/Preschool Booster Club meeting at 6:00 pm 
May 19: PACE/Preschool Graduations 

 

“EVENING IN THE PARK” PAT GROUP CONNECTION 

Join us at the Howard Smith Park (410 E. Bumgarner) on Thursday, May 21 from 6:00-7:00 pm.  The focus will be on gross 
motor, fitness and healthy foods.  We will play on the equipment, read a book and share a snack.   

PLEASE RSVP to Carrie Davis at 736-7000 ext. 1118 or carried@straffordschools.net. 
PARENTS AS TEACHERS IS CONDUCTING FREE DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS.  CALL TO SCHEDULE! 

Spring is here and it is a great time to be a Strafford Indian! 
I am so proud of the extreme generosity shown by our stu-
dents, parents and school community the past couple 
months. On Friday, February 27, our K-4 students eagerly 
participated in our annual Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops 
for Heart fundraiser, which benefits the American Heart 
Association. I am beyond excited to announce our students 
raised over $12,500 for this great cause! Thank you for 
your support! 

We are excited to showcase our kindergarten students’ 
musical talents on Thursday, April 9. Kindergarten stu-
dents will share with us “The Three Piggy Opera” at 7:00 
pm in the auditorium. Please make sure your student ar-
rives by 6:45 pm.  

Mark your calendars for our rescheduled annual Spring 
Carnival on Thursday, April 23 from 5:00-7:30 pm. We 
have many fun activities planned which includes a snack 
walk, face painting, inflatables, cookie decorating, pizza, 
cotton candy, snow cones and more! Tickets are $3 in ad-
vance and $5 the night of the carnival. We look forward to 
seeing students and their families interact with faculty and 
staff during a night filled with exciting activities, delicious 
food and great prizes!  

The third and fourth grade students have been diligently 
preparing for the upcoming spring assessments that will be 

given in April.  Keep your eyes open for more details to come 
soon.  

Teachers and students are looking forward to their spring 
field trips coming soon! Friday, April 10, kindergarten will be 
attending the circus and first grade will be exploring at the 
Springfield Nature Center. On Friday April 24, second grade 
will visit Fantastic Caverns and preschool and PACE will be 
visiting Springfield Discovery Center. On Friday, May 1, 
third grade students will view a show at the IMAX in Branson 
and on Wednesday, May 6, fourth grade will tour our state 
capital in Jefferson City. More details from your student’s 
teacher will be sent home soon.   

We are looking forward to several events and student rewards 
in May. Track and Field day is scheduled for Friday, May 15 
with a rain date of Monday, May 18. On Tuesday, May 19, 
preschool and PACE students will be graduating. Our school-
wide PBIS celebration “bounce day” will be Thursday, May 
21. Students with “Excellence Attendance” will have a trip to 
the Ozark Recreation Complex on Friday, May 22. The sec-
ond annual elementary talent show will take place on Tues-
day, May 26. Our last day of school is scheduled for Wednes-
day, May 27 with dismissal starting at 11 am.  

Thank you parents for your continuous support in “Building a 
Strong Foundation” for your child this school year!  



 

Our fourth quarter began Monday, March 23. Grade 
reports for third quarter were emailed to parents on 
Wednesday, March 25. The Middle School Career Fair 
took place on March 6. Some of the careers represent-
ed this year included architect design, restaurateur, 
business owner, farming, theatrical makeup and de-
sign, and banking. Selected middle school students had 
the opportunity to act as hosts to the presenters. Stu-
dent hosts ate lunch with their presenter and intro-
duced the presenter to each class. We would like to 
extend a thank you to Morganne Tiller, Middle School 
Counselor, and to all of the presenters for their part in 
making the career fair a success. 

The spring sports season is a busy time for many of our 
middle school students. Cindy Rear and Rachel Baker 
are teaming up to coach middle school boys and girls 
track.  Steve Frank is coaching the middle school soft-
ball team and Matt Mueller is the middle school base-
ball coach. 

This is the season for MAP testing! Testing will take 
place from April 20 through May 15. Grades 5 and 8 
will have a three-week testing period during which 
they are tested over math, communication arts, and 
science. Grades 6 and 7 will have a one-week testing 
period and are not tested over science. We encourage 
all middle school students to get plenty of sleep, limit 
television and to eat breakfast each day.  

8th grade celebration will take place on Tuesday, 
May 12 at 6:00 pm in the auditorium. Students 
are to meet at 5:15 pm in the Max Evans gym for 
a group picture, which will be available for pur-
chase. Each 8th grade student will receive a t-shirt 
that they will need to wear to the celebration. 
Along with their t-shirt, students are asked to 
wear dress pants or nice jeans. Girls may wear 
nice jeans or skirts. All jeans, pants and skirts 
need to meet school dress code requirements. 

Lastly, our summer school program will once 
again focus on remediation rather than on enrich-
ment classes. We want to wish everyone a safe 
and happy summer, and are excited about the year 
to come. 
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“IT’S GREAT IN THE MIDDLE” 

 
MARCIA CHADWELL, PRINCIPAL  SHANE PIERCE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL   

SPRING BAND AND CHOIR EVENTS 

April 11       MS Band Solos/Small Ensembles, West Plains 
 
April 12       EL Honor Choir Performance, Springfield Cardinals 

April 13       HS Band District/State Large Ensembles, Willard 

April 15       HS Choir District/State Large Ensembles, Central 

April 16-17  MS & HS Tri-M Choir Festival,  
                      Auditorium/Choir Room 

April 17        EL Honor Choir Competition, Strafford 

April 18       EL & MS Choral Festival, Stockton 
 
April 24-25  MS & HS Tri-M Band Festival, Auditorium/Band Room  

April 30       HS Band Spring Concert & Awards, Auditorium 
                      
May 1-2       HS Band & Choir State, Columbia 

May 5           HS Choir Spring Concert & Awards, Auditorium     

May 7           El Honor Choir and MS Band & Choir Spring Concert,  
      Auditorium                  

Reminder to Parents:  All medication must be picked up in the school nurse offices before the end of the school year. Medi-
cation cannot be sent home on the bus or kept over the summer break.  All medication not picked up will be disposed of. 

JORDAN VALLEY  
MOBILE UNIT 

(Strafford School Campus) 
Sports Physicals 
July 14-15, 2015 

Cost is $25  
Free for Medicaid students 

  Call Nurse Anne to schedule  
an appointment 

(417) 736-7000 ext. 1442 
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“HIGH SCHOOL NEWS” 

BRETT SODEN, PRINCIPAL MIKE WILSON, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING 
Thank you to our community organizations for donating their time and resources to help the 2015 graduates further their col-

lege endeavors.  The organizations that have contributed scholarship funds are: Strafford Community Teachers Association 
(CTA), Strafford Alumni Association, Athletic Booster Club in honor of Steven Lea Memorial, Ron Freeman in honor of 
Thresa (Terry) Dishman Memorial, Strafford Chamber of Commerce (funding Future Business Leaders of America club), 

Strafford Music Boosters, O'Bannon Bank, Missouri State University Leadership and William Berry. 

High School Athletic Awards Assembly  
The Strafford Booster Club invites you to attend the Strafford High School athletics awards assembly on Monday, May 18 at 
6:30 pm in the auditorium. Athletes from basketball, track, baseball, golf and cheerleading will be honored by their coaches. 

All athletes and their families are invited.  Refreshments will be provided by the Booster Club following the assembly.  

2015 has proven to be very exciting and rewarding for 
the students and staff at Strafford High School!  Many of 
our students have been competing over the last few 
months in academics, music, band and athletics. We are 
very proud of our students and their representation of 
Strafford High School.   

 The Science Bowl team, Serena Strecker, Faith Wen, 
Debbie Wen, Monica Quinn and Jessica Rocka-
fellow, won the Mid-Lakes Conference Champion-
ship! They placed first in chemistry, physics, energy 
and earth and space science.  

 Jessica Rockafellow and Jedonna Griter placed first 
at the regional History Day. Their exhibit: Brown v. 
Board of Education: The Spark That Set Off a Mighty 
Flame, will next compete at the state competition on 
April 25. 

 The Strafford Math Team competed at Forsyth and 
took home 1st place on the team test for small 
schools with Jessica Rockafellow, Debbie Wen and 
Faith Wen as the recipients of the award.  Garrett 
Bond received 4th place on the Individual Target test 
for 9th grade. Faith Wen received 3rd place on the 
Individual Target test for 11th grade. Faith Wen also 
qualified to compete at the state competition. 

 The Strafford Varsity Scholar Bowl Team got 1st 
place at their tournament in match play and they 
were undefeated. Debbie Wen was tournament 
MVP. The JV team placed 3rd and Zane Tranmer 
was the tournament MVP. 

 The girls’ basketball team won the Mid-Lakes Con-
ference Championship again this year.  
 
 

 We are very proud of the boys’ varsity basketball 
team. They advanced to the final four in Columbia, 
MO for the second year in a row.  They played in the 
championship game and came home with 2nd place.   

We had a great homecoming this year with the theme be-
ing “Masked”.  Kyra Hokanson and Dalton Taylor were 
crowned our homecoming queen and king.  We would 
like to give a huge shout out to the Strafford Student 
Council and the Fair Grove Student Council for working 
together to raise $1,400 for Officer Pearson during our 
games against each other. 
The students have been very busy preparing for end of 
course exams that start in May.  Please check the school 
website for a detailed list of testing dates.  Attendance is 
extremely important at any time, but especially during 
exams.  End of Course testing counts as 10% of the second 
semester grade. 
On Tuesday, April 28, all SHS juniors will take the ACT.  
This exam is required by the Missouri Department of Edu-
cation and will be administered at SHS during the school 
day at no cost.  It is important that students are present!  
Please avoid making appointments for April 28.     
Thanks again to our parents and community for the en-

couragement and support you have shown to our students 

this year.  You are a vital part to keeping Strafford 

“Strong”.  

Upcoming Events: 

April 11- Junior & Senior Prom 

May 6- End of Course Exams Begin 

May 13- Class of 2015 Awards Ceremony 

May 14- Graduation 

May 27- Last Day of School/Half-Day 



 


